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PRt., _ ·;SSING OF NPDES PERMITS FOR DIS _.ARGES TO 
NAVIGABLE WATERS - RECEIPT AND REVIEW OF 

NPDES APPLICATION 

Any person proposing to commence a discharge 
of pollutant after March 1, 1973, must file 

I 

a complete Application 180 days prior to Request by the Director for a the commencement of discharge or in present Discharge to file an 
sufficient time prior to commencement of application within 45 days or by 
discharge to comply with Federql and State April 16, 1973, whichever is sooner 
regulations. 
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Department's receipt and review 
of an Application -

," 

Does the Regional Administrator 
YES Has the Discharger requested the NO 

waive his right to comment on or 
Director to hold all or part of '----

object to the Application? the application confidential? 

NO 

' YES 
The Director shall, within 15 days 
of receipt of an Application, The Director may protect any 
transmit a copy of the Application information contained within an to the Regional Administrator application as confidential 
for review. and shall seek concurrence from 

t the Regional Administrator 
l 

The Regional Administrator shall have 
20 days to comment on or object to in 

Regional Administrator writing the sufficiency of the application. Does the 
concur with the Director's Regional Administrator's '•YES INO 

.. 

,, 

INACTION upon 
to declare such inf or- f-> 20th day, the application shall be - request 

deemed complete. mation as confidential? 

' t Does the Director and the 
Regional Administrator YES 

Director shall disclose 
determine the application the information upon 
to be complete? request to any person 

f l~V 

!Director shall request from 
·Discharger such information 

Do not disclose to 
as is required to complete 1" Public information 
1pplication. 

determined to be 
' I confidential 

l I Has the Discharger supplied -... 
· the needed information to YES 

the Department? 

' . NO ~-
Additional information ~ 
transferred to Regional 

A Administrator B c ., ., . I •. -

• 1 • I 
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No further administrative action 
taken until a COMPLETE Applica
tion is filed 

Yes 

l • 

D 

,, 

Director sends an acknowledgement 
the Discharger that the application 
is complete and mails a copy to 
the National Data Bank and Regional 
Administrator 

I 

FORMULATION OF PROPO\ED NPDES PERMIT 

Director shall review the 
Application to determine if 
p'errni t should be issued or the 
discharge should be prohibited. 

PROHIBITIONS: 

No Permit will be issued if: 
'(l) Discharge contains a radiological, 

chemical or biological warfare agent 
(2) Discharge would substantially impair 

anchorage and navigation 
(3) Regional Administrator has objected 

in writing 
(4) Discharge in conflict with approved 

plan 

Is the issuance of a permit 
desirable? 

No 

Staff shall prepare a Report 
specifying the reasons why Permit 
should not be issued. Report 
proceesed in same manner as 
permit. 

Does 'Regional Administrator 
waive the right to comment upon 
or object to the PROPOSED 
TENTATIVE PERMIT? 

No , 

Staff shall formulate DRAFT PERMIT 
pursuant to appropriate 8ffluent 
standards and limitations, water 
quality standards, and other 
requirements. Drafts shall be 
reviewed with EPA staff 

E i 

Yes 
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Staff in cooperation with EPA 
staff formulate PROPOSED PERMIT 
and promptly mail to the 
Regional Administrator 

Was the Regional Administrator 
advised of all staff meetings 
with Discharger during formula
tion activities? 

Regional Administrator shall have 
up to 30 days from receipt of 
PROPOSED DRAFT PERMIT to comment 
upon or object to or make recom
mendations. An additional 50 days 
may be requested. 

Does Regional Administrator 
object to PROPOSED PERMIT? 

No 

Yes Does Regional Administrator 
offer comments or make recommen
dations regarding the PROPOSED 
PERMIT? 

Yes 

No Director will attempt to 
eliminate all objections of 
the Regional Administrator 

Director shall consider all comments and 
recommendations in the PROPOSED PERMIT. 
If any comment or recommendation is 
not accepted for inclusion, the Director 
shall notify the Regional Administrator 
in writing of the disposition of all his 
comments and recommendations. 

Have all objections by 
Regional Administrator been 
eliminated by the Director 

No 

Director· shall find a solution 
to the objection satisfactory 
to the Regional Administrator 

Director initiates 
preparation of Public 
Notices. 
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PUBLIC .. JTICE A.t~D REVIEW OF PROPOSED PE,, .. lT 

l ·-----------. _L .---------.. -----·-------1 

PUBLIC NOTICE DRAFT PERMIT I 
---- --·--·----·----·--. ~] r 

prepared by the Director and Does the discharger have a total i 

mailed to Discharger for Posting ~- volume of more than 500,000 
near :source: and for public. ationl gallons on any day of the Y.ear? 
in local newspaper. No 

i 
! 

' 

I 

! 

Yes 
Fact Sheet , 

Not Required l 

.___ ______ J 
I 

Director shall prepare a FACT 
SHEET concerning the proposed 
discharge 

The PUBLIC NOTICE, together with 
the FACT SHEET (if required) I and 
tentative Permit transmitted to 
Regional Administrator and other 
interested agencies and persons 
for comments within 30 days 

• w ~-._ 

Add name of any person or group 
so requesting to be added to 
mailing list to receive copies 
FACT SHEET and DRAFT PERMIT' 

Supply a copy of the DRAFT PERMIT j 
to any affected state or interstate I 
agency having jurisdiction over 
any surface water which may be 
affected by the discharge 

·---·~->-____ __.] 

REVIEW AND COMMENTS AND ADOPTION OF PERMIT 

~--L.~ 
Director shall review all comments 
from inte~ested agencies and 
persons 
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Does the Director accept comments! 
made by any State Agency having 
jurisdiction over any surface 
water which may be affected by Yes 
the discharge? 

, No 

Director shall provide a written 
explanation of his decision to 
the affected State Agency and 
the Regional Administrator 

PUBLIC HEARING 

A Public Notice of Public Hearing shall be 
published by the Director in at least one 
newspaper in the local area and sent to the 
Regional Administrator and any person upon 
request at least 30 days in advance of such 
Public Hearing (if no opposition, may be 
adopted as consent item) • 

..---------------...... --------------··-···-----·····-· t 

No significant adverse comments 
received at public hearings 

....... ------~-.-~--~~~~~-~~-~ t r-----.--------·--·----·-~-··-«>·-·---· -,--~--~T-~~~~-~--~----, ,,_... 
DRAFT PERMIT adopted as proposed 

DRAFT PERMIT modified and adopted 
to be less severe 

Significant adverse comments 
received at public hearings 

Draft Permit modified and adopted 
Draft Permit adopted as proposed to be less severe 

T l 
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DRAFT PERMIT modified and adopted 
to be more stringent 

K 

····--- -----·--·--r t 

t 
Draft Permit modified and adopted 
to be more stringent 

I 
l r . ____ J 

Permit becomes effective upon 
date specified 

No 

Did the Regional Administrator, 
within 10 days, object and require 
review by the State? 

Permit will not become effective 
until the Director has satisfied 
all objections by Regional 
Administrator 

Permit becomes effective 10 
from date of hearing 

---=r 
Director shall foward a copy of 
adopted(without objection by 
Regional Administrator) permits 
the regional administrator 

all 

to 

Any person may appeal to the State 
any action by the Director 

L___ _____ _J 
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